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The Case for Green Schools

• 20 percent of Americans attend school everyday
• Green schools save energy, water, and money—

hundreds of thousands of dollars each year—that 
can be reinvested in teachers, technology, and 
textbooks

• Improvements such as cleaner indoor air and 
increased access to daylight support both the 
health and well-being of students and teachers, 
improve student achievement, and reduce 
absenteeism



House Joint Resolution 45
• House Joint Resolution 45 was authored by Illinois State 

Representative Karen May (58th District) and passed by both 
houses of the Illinois General Assembly.

• HJR 45 created the HJR 45 LEED Task Force to: 
– 1) advise USGBC-Illinois on a pilot program to assist three 

underserved Illinois schools in achieving LEED® for Existing 
Buildings certification (a comprehensive program for greening an 
existing school’s operations, 

– 2) learn how the pilot program could influence broader policies on 
greening existing schools in Illinois, and 

– 3) author a report on the existing state of sustainability in Illinois 
schools and to make programmatic, financial, and other 
recommendations that can foster sustainability initiatives on a 
larger scale in Illinois schools.   



House Joint Resolution 45
• HJR 45 Task force comprised of:

– members of both parties from both houses of the 
Illinois General Assembly,

– the Governor’s office,
– Illinois State Board of Education, 
– Illinois Capital Development Board, I
– Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity, and 
– led by the U.S. Green Building Council – Illinois Chapter.
– Other organizations that were also represented on the 

Task Force include: AIA-Illinois and  Healthy Schools 
Campaign



House Joint Resolution 45
• Task Force members conducted a comprehensive analysis of school programs in Illinois 

including survey of the current state of sustainability in Illinois schools.  Nearly 260 
schools responded.  Major findings included: 

– 99.5% of the school districts surveyed have employed recycling as a waste reduction strategy.
– 94.8% of the school districts surveyed offer healthy food options and 21.7% offer locally sourced 

menu items as part of a sustainable food initiative.
– 65.7 % of the school districts surveyed integrate environmental topics into the curriculum.
– 60. 9% of the school districts surveyed have a no idling vehicle policy and 55.8% have a safe walking 

route to school program to reduce environmental impacts on the schools.
– 92% of the school districts surveyed have retrofitted lighting to be energy efficient and 7 school 

districts have installed green roofs.
– Of the school districts surveyed 19 have installed solar electricity systems, 4 have installed wind 

turbines, 24 have installed geothermal heating and cooling systems.
– 97.6% of the school districts surveyed shut off lights, 80% turn off computers and 45.7% adjust 

thermostats to reduce energy consumption.
– To pursue sustainability initiatives; 83.7% of the school districts surveyed require funds for retrofits, 

62.2% require matching funds to access grants, 42.6% need consulting assistance on sustainable 
strategies and 41.1% need assistance with studies.



House Joint Resolution 45
• The 2010 Illinois School Capital Needs Assessment Survey 

conducted by ISBE and CDB found: 

– Of the overall general repair and remodeling needs, over $226 million 
is needed for Energy Conservation projects in 979 school buildings.

– Of the overall general repair and remodeling needs, over $1.4 billion 
is needed for heating/ventilating and air conditioning projects in 
1,671 school buildings.

– Of the overall general repair and remodeling needs, nearly $700 
million is needed for electrical systems projects in 1,523 school 
buildings.

– Of the overall general repair and remodeling needs, over $253 million 
is needed for plumbing system projects in 1,536 school buildings.

– To ease overcrowding districts are using 596 temporary classrooms



House Joint Resolution 45
• Based on the results above, as well as data 

provided by the Illinois Governor’s Office 
Sustainable Schools Compact, the Task Force 
developed the HJR 45 LEED Task Force Report 
which makes the following recommendations to 
foster increased adoption of sustainable practices 
in Illinois schools.  These recommendations fall 
into three main categories: Programmatic, 
Funding, and Data.



HJR 45 Report Recommendations
• Create a program to provide schools with access 

to sustainability resource professionals at no 
cost.

• Create a “one-stop shop” for schools to access 
information and services related to sustainability 
improvements.

• Further enhance and publicize existing 
directories of support services and funding 
opportunities for schools pursuing green 
practices.



HJR 45 Report Recommendations
• Support the Environmental Literacy for Illinois

2010 strategic plan.  

• Encourage training of building engineers and 
operations staff related to sustainable 
operations.

• Fully authorize capital funding grants for schools. 

• Make matching funds available for state grants.

• Make funds available for sustainability 
consulting.



HJR 45 Report Recommendations
• Enhance the Illinois Finance Authority’s (IFA) 

energy efficiency bond program so that it 
enables schools to implement retrofit projects.

• Implement a sustainable school survey on a 
regular basis.

• Create a report card on school sustainability.

• Establish benchmarks or standards for existing 
school sustainability measures.

• Reward and recognize leadership.



House Joint Resolution 45
For more information contact:

Doug Widener

U.S. Green Building Council – Illinois Chapter

(312) 245-8300

dwidener@usgbc-illinois.org

For a copy of the report: www.usgbc-illinois.org


